
 

 

Start of second study phase of vector vaccine against COVID-19 
postponed  

Initial data for corona vaccine indicate good 
tolerability but weak immune response  

Dessau-Rosslau, 11 January 2021 

Further development of the MVA-SARS-2-S vector vaccine against 
COVID-19 by IDT Biologika GmbH and the German Center for Infection 
Research (DZIF) has been postponed. The vector vaccine was developed 
by Ludwig-Maximilian-Universität (LMU) in Munich. 

Findings of the first clinical testing of the vaccine for safety, tolerability and 
immunological effectiveness, conducted by University Medical Center Hamburg 
Eppendorf (UKE) and the Institute of Virology at Philipps University Marburg, are 
now available. The vaccination is safe and offers good tolerability with a low side 
effects profile, however, the immune response in the preliminary findings was lower 
than expected. Clinical testing is set to continue once the reasons for this have been 
identified.  

The MVA-SARS-2-S vector vaccine was administered to 30 test persons in two 
different dosages up to mid-December. Whilst in preclinical models it displayed 
robust immune responses and a protective effect, these were less pronounced in 
the first phase of clinical testing. The causes of this are currently under investigation. 
The phase II study planned for the beginning of this year has therefore been 
postponed pending clarification.   

“The data that have been evaluated thus far show that immune responses are 
present but are not generated to the anticipated extent. As we are aware of our 
high responsibility for the health of the population and a best-possible protective 
effect for the vaccine, we are now working to optimize it in order to achieve that 
goal,” says Prof. Dr. Marylyn Addo, the investigator responsible for the clinical study 



 

 

and head of infectiology at the UKE, speaking on behalf of all partners in the 
consortium. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

About IDT Biologika 

IDT Biologika – an innovative biotech company with a successful history dating back 
nearly 100 years. On the basis of modern technologies and high levels of expertise we 
support customers in the development and manufacture of innovative virus vaccines, 
gene and immune therapy products as well as biologics employed worldwide as 
protection against diseases.  

German sites are the BioPharmaPark in Dessau-Roßlau and Magdeburg. In the US the 
IDT Corporation has a manufacturing site for clinical test samples in Rockville, Maryland.  

IDT Biologika is a company of the Klocke Group. This specializes in the contract 
manufacture and packaging of pharmaceuticals, vaccines and cosmetic products. As a 
traditional, family-run company, the Klocke Group employs over 2,000 people at six 
production sites worldwide.  

Further information can be found on the website of IDT Biologika at  
www.idt-biologika.com. 
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